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affected him downwards in his limbs and feet, which
has given occasion to the report of the complaint being
gout, which he told me was not the case. Burke had
never heard distinctly what the complaint was for
which he had gone to Cheltenham, a great deal of
mystery and secrecy having been observed on the
subject of this illness, which of itself shows it to have
been somewhat serious, though it has concealed the
particular nature of the disorder. I do not know what
Mr. Burke's authority is for this account, but he con-
sidered it as authentic.5

'Beconsfield: Friday, October 313 1788.

; TMs is not likely to be either so long or so edifying
a letter as that which I sent you yesterday, for there
is very little time left to one's own disposal in this
house, and, besides the consumption of time in meals,
conversation, and sauntering walks, I have business1
with Burke which nearly fills the intervals. The
party is Burke, Mrs. Burke, and the two Eichards,
with Miss Ann Hickey and a German professor who is
here on a visit. Captain Nagle is expected to-day.
The society in which Burke lives is less like himself
than that of any other man. Everybody I meet
seems as much increased in fat as myself, or even you.
Buxke has now really a most formidable belly; so has
his brother Eichard/ ^ . .

1 SIT Gilbert's speech on the impeachment of Sir Elijah Impey TPES
about to be printed, and he went on this occasion to BeconsfLeld to
obtain Burke's assistance in reusing it for the press.